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Police officers today use a wide range of technology in order to provide the required services to citizens. Technology makes it easy for police officers to prevent crime. Technology also enables officers to identify offenders. With advanced technology today, law enforcement can ensure perpetrators of crime are prosecuted and justice served in society. Catching criminals is not an easy task. And therefore, the technology is helping police officers and the community at large to identify criminals and also be aware of dangers in the city, towns, and across the globe. Technology in the police department has helped to improve the day-to-day operations, decrease operation cost and increase strategic planning and tactical approaches (Chan, 2001). 
Technology has improved the day-to-day operations in the police department. Today, the use of advanced technology made it easier for police to combat crime. Technology like detection, monitoring, and positioning systems have enabled police officers to track offenders easily in the population. Their day-to-day activities have been made easy because technology can now accomplish most of the tasks that police officers used to perform manually before technology came into use.  Apart from this, technology has helped to increase strategic planning and tactical approaches in the police department. Today, it is easy for police officers to plan strategically on how to combat crime. Crime mapping technology, for example, speeds up data analysis and therefore helps law enforcers to track crime trends geographically. 
What was once accomplished through countless man-hours analyzing data can now be done through a few clicks on computer. Also, technology has enabled the sharing of information among agencies in crime prevention. Today, technology has enabled timely sharing of information throughout the regional, state, and local authorities thus helping in the prevention of criminal activities in society. Security and surveillance upgrades have helped police officers develop new tactics of combating crime. Camera technology, for example, has enabled face-recognition hence assisting police officers to catch criminals in the public. Social media technology links police officers to the public and therefore it is a better platform for spreading descriptions, videos and other information about criminals. Communicating in real time enables police officers to conduct timely investigations. 
Despite the fact that technology has played a fundamental role in curbing crime, there are various concerns to its use in policing. One of the issues regards transparency. It is a concern that body cameras used by the police are a way of invading personal privacy. People do not feel safe when cameras scan their environment without their consent (Willis, 2018). Another issue concerns transparency. What is important to understand is that technology has improved transparency whereby it is not easy for police to erase evidence when crime has been committed. Body cameras, for example, can retrieve all the information in case a police officer is involved in a shootout with a criminal. For this reason, police officers can be accountable for their actions. Therefore, the issue of accountability in policing has been enhanced with the use of technology. In many instances, police can be accountable for all the actions they undertake while on duty.      
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